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Are you interested in ancient Britain? Take a trip back in time and discover the Britain ancestors
knew.

Avebury, Wiltshire

This village is the proud home of the largest stone circle in Europe. Built during the New Stone Age

(around 3000 BC), archaeologists think it was used to comfort the powers of nature. The nearby Avebury

Manor let people know how the village developed over the centuries. Unlike others, visitors are welcome
to sit on the chairs, and lie on the beds.

Skara Brae, Orkney Islands

Older than Stonehenge and the Great Pyramid of Giza, Skara Brae is unusually well-kept. So much so
that it’s been described as the most remarkable prehistoric monument in all of Europe. The Neolithic
village— which was first occupied around 3180 BC—is made up of eight round houses, connected by a
series of small passages. The village was home to farmers, hunters and fishermen and the network of
homes includes a workshop and prison. Be sure to wrap up warm against the fierce Orkney winds.

Butser Ancient Farm, Hampshire

Experimental archaeologist Dr Peter J Reynolds founded Butser Ancient Farm in 1970 with a special
vision: to create a working ancient farm where fellow archaeologists could explore their theories on how
people lived and worked during the Iron Age. Near South Downs National Park, the farm builds ancient

houses based on real archaeological sites from around the country.

Maiden Castle
Maiden Castle is one of the largest and most complex Iron Age hill forts (328) in Britain. It has an

area of about 450,000 square meters, and the site was home to several hundred people in the Iron Age
(800 BC—AD 43).
1. What may Avebury be built for?
A. Building home for most villagers. B. Becoming the largest stone circle.
C. Trying to comfort nature’s power. D. Showing the development of the village.
2. Which of the following should we choose if we want to see round buildings?
A. Avebury. B. Skara Brae.
C. Butser Ancient Farm. D. Maiden Castle.
3. What can we know about Maiden Castle?
A 1It’s the world largest Iron Age hill fort B. It used to be hundreds of people’s home.
C. It still keeps some old iron tools.  D. It looks very large and shining.

B



Do you know the story of the Cowherd (4-Ep) and the Weavér Girl? The Cowherd happened to meet

the Weaver Girl. After some time, the Weaver Girl decided to marry him and they had a family. When the

Cowherd went out to work, the Weaver Girl weaved cloth (£434#))) at home every day. Later, they had two

children and lived a happy life.

In fact, the Weaver Girl was a daughter of the Emperor of Heaven. She could weave colorful clouds to
make the sky more beautiful. When the Emperor of Heaven found she was on the earth, he was very angry
and ordered Xiwangmu to bring her back.

One fine day, a rainstorm suddenly broke out when the Weaver Girl was working. She realized that
Xiwangmu came to take her back. She told the Cowherd what would happen. Then she had to fly away

with Xiwangmu. The Cowherd tried to follow his wife with their children. However, Xiwangmu made a

river called “Milky Way” with her magic hairpin (&3 , A& %t). Because of that, the Cowherd and the

Weaver Girl couldn’t get together. It’s said that many magpies (Z£8) fly to the Milky Way to make a

bridge for the couple on the seventh day of the seventh lunar month every year. Then they could get
together.

4. Which festival can you think of from this passage?
A. The Spring Festival.

B. The Lantern Festival.

C. The Mid-Autumn Festival.

D. The Qixi Festival.

5. How was the couple’s life in the beginning?

A. They had two children.

B. They were very afraid every day.

C. They did their own work and lived a happy life.

D. They couldn’t often get together.

6. What did the Cowherd do after his wife had to fly away with Xiwangmu?

A. He did nothing.

B. He was still working.

C. He didn’t know what happened.

D. He tried to follow the Weaver Girl with their two children.

7. What can we infer from the passage?

A. The Cowherd couldn’t see his wife forever.

B. The Xiwangmu allowed the Weaver Gil to take the children with her.

C. The Cowherd and the Weaver Girl could only get together once a year.

D. Xiwangmu was so moved that she let the Weaver Girl go back to her family.
C

Surgeons often emphasize that in the event of a heart attack, time is crucial for saving heart muscle.

The heart relies on a continuous supply of oxygen delivered by the heart’s blood vessels (I1E ). When

these vessels become blocked, the oxygen supply stops, and the heart's muscle cells begin to die within
minutes. Survivors of heart attacks frequently suffer from permanent heart failure, with a worrying
statistic showing that 50% of them may not survive beyond five years. “Eventually, their hearts become so
weak that they can't sustain sufficient blood flow, and they ultimately stop,” explains Sanjay Sinha, a
cardiologist at Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge.

However, within the next five years, there could be a new alternative — to grow live, beating “heart

patches” (£} T ). Sinha, along with a team of biologists at the University of Cambridge’s Stem Cell

Institute, is working on this innovative approach. These heart patches are tiny, beating pieces of heart
muscle. They are grown in lab dishes over a month. The process begins by taking blood cells and
reprogramming them into a specific type of stem cell capable of developing into any cell type within the
human body. Sinha is currently preparing to test these patches, first in mice and then in pigs. If successful,
he hopes to set up a human trial within five years.

In the United States, scientists from Stanford University are also working on creating heart patches.



They envision a future procedure where ultrasound and MRI (#8 7 i F1 #% %% £ 4R ) scans are used to

identify damaged sections. Based on the shape of the section, a custom heart patch would be 3D printed to
fit perfectly. Surgeons would then open the chest area and attach the patch directly to the heart.

The major challenge with this method is establishing “electrical connectivity” between the new patch
and the existing heart to ensure they beat in harmony. Additionally, the cost of developing and using these
patches is significant, which could impact accessibility. However, if these challenges can be overcome,
Sinha is optimistic that heart patches could transform the lives of millions worldwide.

8. What is the function of paragraph 1?
A. To reveal a finding. B. To offer a solution.
C. To present a problem. D. To outline a research.
9. What is the first step in growing heart patches?

A. Launching a clinical trial in humans.

B. Testing the heart patches on animals.

C. Culturing heart patches in lab dishes.

D. Generating stem cells from blood cells.

10. What is the purpose of using ultrasound and MRI scans?

A. To create a 3D model of the heart.

B. To locate damaged areas in the heart.

C. To design the shape of the custom heart.

D. To provide real-time guidance for operations.

11. What is the major challenge in employing heart patches?

A. Promoting global accessibility. B. Reducing production costs.
D. Finding a suitable material.

C. Securing functional integration.

D
When we think of pioneering organizations in technology, Apple and OpenAl often attract most of the
attention. However, Transport for London (TFL), managing the London Underground, also does
remarkable work.
In an creative move, TFL changed Willesden Green, a station in North West London, into a “smart”
station by combining Al image recognition technology with existing CCTV systems. The upgraded
cameras could then intelligently analyze video to monitor activities within the station, similar to human

observation but with greater efficiency.

This cutting-edge technology, relatively new yet rapidly developing, improves the operational abilities
of the Tube’s staff. For instance, the Al system was programmed to detect individuals who may need
immediate assistance, such as those who have fallen. Once detected, a warning would be sent to station
staff via iPads, enabling them to quickly provide the necessary help.

The system also handled safety concerns by identifying passengers standing dangerously close to the
platform edge and flagging them up to staff, leading to involvement to prevent potential accidents.
Moreover, the Al was able to recognize prohibited items like knives and guns, and behaviors such as
ticket avoidance by jumping over ticket barriers.

One of the more advanced features of this Al system was its ability to identify “aggressive behavior”,
a challenging task given the subjective nature of visual signals. TFL dealt with this by setting a warning
for when an individual raises both arms — a movement often linked with aggression or trouble. This
feature not only aids in spotting potential threats but also serves as a quiet emergency signal for staff who
might feel threatened and are unable to call for help conventionally.

Despite its benefits, the use of Al in public monitoring is not without its debates, especially
concerning privacy and the potential for misuse. However, with appropriate rules, the potential of Al to
improve productivity, security, and efficiency in public transport systems like the London Underground is
vast.
12.What makes Transport for London a pioneer in technology?

A. Discontinuation of CCTV systems. B. Effectiveness of human observation.
C. Cooperation with OpenAl company. D. Use of Al for smart camera systems.
13.What do the underlined words “flagging them up” in paragraph 4 mean?
A. Assisting them.  B. Avoiding them.
C. Marking them. D. Offering them flags.
14.How does this technology benefit station staff?
A. By punishing passengers’ misbehavior.
B. By ensuring a secure working environment.
C. By reducing real-time monitoring needs to the least.
D. By detecting potentially collapsing platforms.
15.What’s the author’s attitude toward this technology?

A. Doubtful. B. Supportive. C. Indifferent.  D. Unclear.
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Do you know that many teenagers around us like to do volunteer work in their free time?

16 ? They think that it’s a great way to spend time.



If you have an interest in volunteering, or if you would like to do something to help others, you will

find that volunteering is a good choice (3%&4F).

_17 It gives you a chance to meet with new people. And when you volunteer with a willing and open
heart, you will get many thanks from others. That helps you to grow and be happy at the same time.

Second, volunteering helps you learn. When you volunteer, you get to learn not only from other
volunteers, but also from the people you are helping. _18

Third, volunteering makes a great difference to others, For example, when you volunteer to help
disabled people, they feel happier.__19

Fourth, you can find you might be interested in what you volunteer. For example, if you have an

interest in becoming a vet (& [%&), working at an animal hospital helps you learn what it is like to work

with animals,
As you can see, volunteering is good. _20 .
A. It's our duty (351F) to love our earth
B. It can make the world a better place
C. First, volunteering makes you feel good
D. Do you think that it is good for these teenagers
E. Do you like to do volunteer work with your friends
F. When you help at an animal hospital animals there get care and love

G. After all, everyone can learn something from the life experiences of others
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Some people say they are unhappy about technology (#}#%) because it takes up too much of their

time. This isn’t
__ 21 for me. Let me tell you why. I’m the youngest in the family. Because my brothers are away at_22 |
I often feel lonely. Thanks to technology, I'm able to see and talk to them__23  using video calls.
Sometimes, I even chat with their friends if they __ 23 to be around.

My brothers and I are also friends on the Internet. I can see how their colleges_ 25 and what they
are doing in their free time. I learn much more about my brothers_ 26 _ with the time when they were at
home. One of them is good at taking photos, while the other__27 loves to be taken.

With technology, I can communicate with my brothers anytime I want. They_ 28 a chat group just
for the three of us. I often send messages to them, and they’ll answer whenever they are___ 29 . I often
share my problems with them __30 _they often give me some advice. They also tell me that I should

always write in good English, or they won’t reply to my __31 . I have been writing so much that even
my teachers notice that my __32 _ has improved.

In a word, I don’t think that technology has_33 wrong. For my brothers and I, technology has
brought us__34 . Now we communicate much more every day. We can also__35 what is happening in

our lives better. Can technology bring us good or bad? It is up to how we use it.

21. A. true B. important C. fresh D. special
22. A. sea B. college C. work D. home
23.A. by B. for C.of D. from

24. A. ask B. want C. offer D. happen
25. A. look at B. look out C. look like D. look up
26. A. competed B. compared C. agreed D. provided
27. A. just B. luckily C. carefully D. suddenly
28. A. served B. bought C. made D. found
29. A. available B. upset C. necessary D. comfortable
30. A. after B.if C.and D. unless
31. A. letters B. messages C. emails D. opinions
32. A. writing B. speaking C. reading D. listening
33. A. something B. anything C. everything D. nothing



34. A. louder B. angrier C. closer D. luckier

35. A. keep B. remember C. choose D. share
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The Harbin Asian Winter Games have been regarded as an unparalleled success to date, and with
the host city’s natural environment, the host city has the potential __36  (transform) itself into a global
winter tourism center, according to Timothy Fok Tsun-ting, first vice-president of the Olympic Council of
Asia.

Harbin __ 37  (appoint) as the host city for the continental sporting gala on July 8, 2023, leaving
the city with a mere 18 months to prepare for the event—a 38 (dramatic) short time frame
compared to the usual several years typically required for organizing major international sporting events.

Timothy lauded this achievement as nothing short of a miracle, __39  (emphasize) that the legacy

of the Games would yield long-term benefits for the local population. “The most remarkable aspect of

the Games is their role as a catalyst ({&4t,%l]) for change. ___40  the stimulus provided by the Games,

such developments might have taken considerably longer to materialize. All the facilities 41

(construct) for the Games are now being handed over to the residents of Harbin, particularly the young
generation, for their use. This, | believe, is a crucial point,” he remarked.

42  makes hosting the Asian Winter Games even more challenging is that a significant portion
of Asia’s population resides in tropical countries. Initially, when the Olympic Council of Asia announced
Harbin as the host city, there 43 (be) widespread concerns about the extreme cold conditions.
However, the city has gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure the comfort and convenience of all
participants and visitors. The transportation, hospitality, _ 44  most importantly, Harbin’s being a very

beautiful city, make it a place __45  people are eager to visit some of the sites and explore the history.
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